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The Concept of Childhood in Western Countries

The history of childhood has been a heated topic in social

history since the highly influential book Centuries of
Childhood’, written by French historian Philippe Aries,
emerged in 1960.

He claimed that ‘childhood’ is a concept created by

modern society.

Whether childhood is itself a recent invention has been

one of the most intensely debated issues in the history of
childhood.

Historian Philippe Aries asserted that children were
regarded as miniature adults, with all the intellect and
personality that this implies, in Western Europe during the

Middle Ages (up to about the end of the 15th century).

After scrutinising medieval pictures and diaries, he
concluded that there was no distinction between children
and adults for they shared similar leisure activities and
work; Pl%\_/er, this does not mean children were

neglected, forsaken or despised, he argued.

The idea of childhood corresponds to awareness about the
peculiar nature of childhood, which distinguishes the child
from adult, even the young adult.

Therefore, the concept of childhood is not to be confused

with affection for children.

Traditionally, children played a functional role in
contributing to the family income in the history.

Under this circumstance, children were considered to be
useful. Back in the Middle Ages, children of 5 or 6 years old

did necessary chores for their parents.

During the 16th century, children of 9 or 10 years old were
often encouraged or even forced to leave their family to
work as servants for wealthier families or apprentices for a

trade.

Bati Ulkelerinde Cocukluk Kavrami

Cocuklugun tarihi, Fransiz tarihgi Philippe Aries'in 1960
yilinda yazdigi ve oldukga etkili olan "Centuries of
Childhood" kitabindan bu yana sosyal tarihin hararetli
konularindan biri olmustur.

Aries, 'cocuklugun' modern toplum tarafindan yaratiimis

bir kavram oldugunu iddia etmistir.

Cocuklugun kendisinin yeni bir icat olup olmadigi, cocukluk

tarihinin en yogun tartisilan konularindan biri olmustur.

Tarihgi Philippe Aries, Orta Cag'da (15. ylizyilin sonuna
kadar) Bati Avr pa'da ¢ocuklarin minyatur yetiskinler olarak
goruldiguni ve bunun ima ettigi tum zeka ve kisilige sahip

olduklariniileri sirmustir.

Ortagag resimlerini ve gunlUklerini inceledikten sonra,
benzer bos zaman aktivitelerini ve isleri paylastiklari icin
cocuklar ve yetiskinler arasinda bir ayrim olmadigi
sonucuna varmistir; ancak,bunun ¢ocuklarin ihmal edildigi,
terk edildigi veya hor gorildiigii anlamina gelmedigini

savunmustur.

Cocukluk fikri, cocugu yetiskinden, hatta geng yetiskinden
ayiran ¢ocuklugun kendine 6zgl dogasi hakkindaki
farkindahga karsilik gelir.

Bu nedenle, cocukluk kavrami ¢ocuklara duyulan sevgi ile

kanstinimamalidir.

Geleneksel olarak cocuklar tarihte aile gelirine katkida
bulunma konusunda islevsel bir rol oynamiglardir.

Bu durumda cocuklarin yararli olduklar distntlmustir.

Orta Cag'da 5 ya da 6 yasindaki ¢ocuklar ebeveynleri igin
gerekli isleri yaparlardi.

16. yuzyilda 9-10 yaslarindaki cocuklar genellikle daha
varlikl ailelerin yaninda hizmetgi ya da bir meslekte girak
olarak galismak Uzere ailelerinden ayrilmaya tesvik

ediliyor, hatta zorlaniyordu.
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In the 18th and 19th centuries, industrialisation created a

new demand for child labour; thus many children were

forced to work for a long time in mines, workshops and
factories. The issue of whether long hours of labouring
would interfere with children’s growing bodies began to
perplex social reformers. Some of them started to realise
the potential of systematic studies to monitor how far
these early deprivations might be influencing children’s

development.

The concerns of reformers gradually had some impact
upon the working condition of children. For example, in

————
Britain, the Factory Act of 1833 signified the emergence of
legal protection of children from exploitation and was also
associated with the rise of schools for factory children.
Due partly to factory reform, the worst forms of child

exploitation were eliminated gradually.

The influence of trade unions and economic changes also
contributed to the evolution by leaving some forms of
child labour redundant during the 19th century. Initiating
children into work as ‘useful’ children was no longer a
priority, and childhood was deemed to be a time for play
and education for all children instead of a privileged
minority. Childhood was increasingly understood as a
more extended phase of dependency, development and
learning with the delay of the age for starting full-time
work-

Even so, work continued to play a significant, if less
essential, role in children’s lives in the later 19th and 20th
centuries.

Finally, the ‘useful child’ has become a controversial
concept during the first decade of the 21st century,
especially in the context of global concern about large

numbers of children engaged in child labour.

18. ve 19. yiuzyillarda sanayilesme ¢ocuk emegine yeni bir
talep yaratti; boylece birgok cocuk madenlerde,
atolyelerde ve fabrikalarda uzun sire ¢alismak zorunda
kaldi. Uzun galisma saatlerinin gocuklarin biyiyen
bedenlerini etkileyip etkilemeyecegi konusu sosyal
reformcularin kafasini karistirmaya basladi. Bazilari, bu
erken yoksunluklarin gocuklarin gelisimini ne 6lgtide
etkiliyor olabilecegini izlemek igin sistematik calismalarin

potansiyelini fark etmeye basladi.

Reformcularin endiseleri, cocuklarin ¢alisma kosullari
lizerinde yavas yavas bazi etkiler yaratti. Ornegin,
ingiltere'de 1833 tarihli Fabrika Yasasi, gocuklarin
somduriye karsi yasal olarak korunmasinin baslangicini
teskil etmis ve ayni zamanda fabrika ¢ocuklari igin okullarin
aclimasini saglamistir. Kismen fabrika reformu
yuziinden/sayesinde, cocuk sémirisinin en koti
bigimleri kademeli olarak ortadan kaldiriimistir.
Sendikalarin etkisi ve ekonomik degisimler de 19. ylzyil
boyunca gocuk isgiliginin bazi bigimlerini gereksiz kilarak bu
evrime katkida bulunmustur. Cocuklari 'yararli' cocuklar
olarak ise baslatmak artik bir 6ncelik degildi ve ¢ocukluk,
ayricalikli bir azinlik yerine tim ¢ocuklar icin bir oyun ve
egitim zamani olarak goriiliyordu. Tam zamanli galismaya
baslama yasinin ertelenmesiyle birlikte cocukluk giderek
daha uzun bir bagimlilik, gelisim ve 6grenme evresi olarak
anlagiilmaya baglanmigtir-

Buna ragmen calisma, 19. ylzyilin sonlar ve 20. yizyilda
¢ocuklarin hayatinda daha az temel olsa da 6nemli bir rol
oynamaya devam etmistir.

Son olarak, "faydali cocuk" 21. ylzyilin ilk on yilinda,
ozellikle de gocuk isciliginde ¢alisan ¢ok sayida gocukla ilgili
kiiresel endiseler baglaminda tartismali bir kavram haline

gelmistir.
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The half-time schools established upon the Factory Act of

1833 allowed children to work and attend school.

However, a significant proportion of children never
attended school in the 1840s, and even if they did, they
dropped out by the age of 10 or 11. By the end of the 19th
century in Britain, the situation changed dramatically, and
schools became the core to the concept of a ‘normal’

childhood.

It is no longer a privilege for children to attend school and
all children are expected to spend a significant part of their
day in a classroom. Once in school, children’s lives could
be separated from domestic life and the adult world of
work. In this way, school turns into an institution
dedicated to shaping the minds, behaviour and morals of
the young.

Besides, education dominated the management of
children’s waking hours through the hours spent in the
classroom, homework (the growth of ‘after school’
activities), and the importance attached to parental

involvement.

Industrialisation, urbanisation and mass schooling pose
new challenges for those who are responsible for
protecting children’s welfare, as well as promoting their
learning. An increasing number of children are being
treated as a group with unique needs, and are organised
into groups in the light of their age. For instance, teachers
need to know some information about what to expect of
children in their classrooms, what kinds of instruction are
appropriate for different age groups, and what is the best
way to assess children’s progress. Also, they want tools
enabling them to sort and select children according to

their abilities and potential.

1833'teki Fabrika Yasasi ile kurulan yari zamanli okullar,
¢ocuklarin hem galisip hem de okula devam etmelerine
olanak saglamistir.

Ancak 1840'larda ¢ocuklarin 6nemli bir kismi okula hig
gitmemis, gitseler bile 10 ya da 11 yasinda okulu
birakmiglardir. ingiltere'de 19. ylizyilin sonunda durum
dramatik bir sekilde degisti ve okullar 'normal' gocukluk

kavraminin 6zl haline geldi.

Artik okula gitmek ¢ocuklar igin bir ayricalik degildir ve tim
cocuklarin ginlerinin 6nemli bir bolimana sinifta
gecirmeleri beklenmektedir. Okula girdikten sonra
¢ocuklarin yagamlari ev yasamindan ve yetiskinlerin is
diinyasindan ayrilabilir. Bu sekilde okul, genglerin
zihinlerini, davraniglarini ve ahlaklarini sekillendirmeye
adanmis bir kuruma donusur.

Ayrica egitim, sinifta gegirilen saatler, ev 6devleri ("okul
sonrasi" faaliyetlerin artmasi) ve ebeveyn katilimina
verilen 6nem yoluyla ¢ocuklarin uyanik olduklari saatlerin

yonetimine hakim olmustur.

Sanayilesme, kentlesme ve kitlesel okullasma, ¢ocuklarin
refahini korumanin yani sira 6grenmelerini tesvik
etmekten sorumlu olanlar igin yeni zorluklar ortaya
cikarmaktadir. Giderek artan sayida ¢ocuk, kendine 6zgii
ihtiyaclar olan bir grup olarak ele alinmakta ve yaslarina
gore gruplara ayrilmaktadir. Ornegin, 6gretmenlerin
siniflarinda ¢ocuklardan ne beklemeleri gerektigi, farkli yas
gruplari igin ne tlr 6gretimin uygun oldugu ve cocuklarin
ilerlemesini degerlendirmenin en iyi yolunun ne oldugu
hakkinda bazi bilgileri bilmeleri gerekir. Ayrica, cocuklar
yeteneklerine ve potansiyellerine gore siralamalarini ve

se¢melerini saglayacak araglar da isterler.
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Do the following statements agree with the information

give in Reading Passage ?

TRUE if the statement is true

FALSE if the statement is false

NOT GIVEN if the information is not given in the

passage

1 Aries pointed out that children did different types of

work to adults during the Middle Ages.

2 Working children during the Middle Ages were

generally unloved.

3 Some scientists thought that overwork might damage

the health of young children.

4 The rise of trade unions majorly contributed to the
protection of children from exploitation in the 19th

century.

5 With he aid of half-time schools, most children went to

school in the mid-19th century.

6 the 20th century, almost all children needed to go to

school with a full-time schedule.

7 Nowadays, children’s needs are much differentiated

and categorised based on how old they are.

Asagidaki ifadeler Okuma Pargasinda verilen bilgilerle

uyusuyor mu?

ifade dogruysa DOGRU

ifade yanhgsa YANLIS

Bilgi pasajda verilmemisse VERILMEMISTIR

1 Aries, Orta Gag'da ¢ocuklarin yetiskinlerden farkli isler
yaptigina dikkat ¢ekmistir.

2 Orta Cag'da calisan ¢ocuklar genellikle sevilmezdi.

3 Bazi bilim insanlari asiri galismanin kiigiik cocuklarin

saghgina zarar verebilecegini diisiintyordu.

4 Sendikalarin yikselisi, 19. ylizyillda ¢cocuklarin sémuriden

korunmasina biiyiik 6lglide katkida bulunmustur.

5 Yarim zamanl okullarin yardimiyla 19. ylzyilin

ortalarinda gocuklarin ¢cogu okula gidiyordu.

6 20. yuzyilda neredeyse tim ¢ocuklarin tam zamanl bir

programla okula gitmesi gerekiyordu.

7 Gunlmuzde gocuklarin ihtiyaglari, kag¢ yasinda
olduklarina bagli olarak farklilasmakta ve kategorize

edilmektedir.
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Questions 8-13
Answer the questions below.
Choose NO MORE THAN THREE WORDS from the passage

for each answer.

8 What had not become a hot topic until the French

historian Philippe Aries’ book caused great attention?

9 According to Aries, what was the typical image of

children in Western Europe during the Middle Ages?

10 What historical event generated the need for a large
number of children to work for a long time in the 18th and

19th centuries?

11 What bill was enacted to protect children from

exploitation in Britain in the 1800s?

12 Which activities were becoming regarded as

preferable for almost all children in the 19th century?

13 In what place did children spend the majority of time

during their day in school?

Sorular 8-13
Asagidaki sorulari yanitlayin.

Her cevap igin pasajdan EN FAZLA UG KELIME segin.

8 Fransiz tarihgi Philippe Aries'in kitabi biiyik ilgi

uyandirana kadar hangi konu giindeme gelmemisti?

9 Aries'e gore Orta Cag'da Bati Avrupa'da ¢ocuklarin tipik

gorlntisd neydi?

10 18. ve 19. ylzyillarda ¢ok sayida ¢ocugun uzun siire

¢alismasi ihtiyacini doguran tarihsel olay hangisidir?

11 1800'lerde ingiltere'de ¢ocuklari sémiiriiden korumak

icin hangi yasa cikarildi?

12 19. yuzyilda hangi faaliyetler neredeyse tiim gocuklar

icin tercih edilir hale geliyordu?

13 Cocuklar glin icinde zamanlarinin ¢ogunu hangi

mekanda gegiriyorlardi?
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Cevap anahtari:

1. FALSE

2. FALSE

3. TRUE

4. NOT GIVEN

5. FALSE

6. NOT GIVEN

7. TRUE

8. history of childhood

9. miniature adults

10. industrialisation/industrialization

11. the Factory Act

12. play and education

13. (a) classroom

Taken from: https://ieltstrainingonline.com/ielts-reading-

recent-actual-test-01-with-answer/

O I l ( O ro www.angoradil.com
6 @ 03122402546

© Izinsiz gogaltilamaz, dagitilamaz.



