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17-21: For these questions, choose the best word or 

expression to fill the spaces in the passage. 

On July 3, 1908, Italian archaeologist Federico Halbherr, his 

student Luigi Pernier, and a team were excavating the site of 

a Minoan palace at Phaistos, in southern Crete, (17) ---- they 

came across an underground deposit among the ruins. 

Inside the deposit, Pernier could make out charred bones 

and ashes and (18) ---- them, half-buried, a golden brown 

clay disk. Pernier retrieved the disk and, holding it in his 

palm, saw that it was covered on both sides with a series of 

small images, which (19) ---- into the clay in a spiral 

formation. Today, more than a hundred years later, the 

meaning of the signs on this discovery, now called the 

Phaistos disk, is still unknown. There have been many 

ingenious attempts to decipher the spiraling inscription, not 

least (20) ---- the wealth of new information it could reveal 

about the ancient Minoan civilization. So far, however, its 

message has proved (21) ----.  

 

 

 

 

17.  

A) when  B) the moment  

C) while  D) since  

E) even though 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

18.  

A) between   B) about 

C) amid   D) towards 

E) among 

19.  

A) has been pressed   B) is pressed  

C) had been pressed   D) would be pressed 

E) was being pressed 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

20.  

A) apart from     B) such as 

C) because of       D) notwithstanding 

E) despite  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

21.  

A) productive   B) adamant  

C) capable    D) elusive 

E) tedious 
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22-26: For these questions, choose the best word or 

expression to fill the spaces in the passage. 

The artificial intelligence boom has already changed how we 

understand technology and the world. (22) ----, developing 

and updating AI programs requires a lot of computing power. 

This relies heavily on servers in data centres, (23) ---- a 

great cost in terms of carbon emissions and resource use. 

One particularly energy intensive task is “training”, where 

generative AI systems are exposed to vast amounts of data 

(24) ---- they improve at what they do. The development of 

AI-based systems (25) ---- for a 48% increase in Google’s 

greenhouse gas emissions over five years. This will make it 

harder for the tech giant to achieve its goal of reaching net 

zero by 2030. Some in the industry (26) ---- the extra energy 

expenditure from AI by pointing to benefits the technology 

could have for environmental sustainability and climate 

action. Improving the efficiency of solar and wind power 

through predicting weather patterns, “smart” agriculture and 

more efficient, electric autonomous vehicles are among the 

purported benefits of AI for the Earth.  

 

 

22.  

A) Otherwise  B) Hence  

C) However   D) Meanwhile  

 E) On the contrary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

23.  

A) in   B) at 

C) over  D) of 

E) around 

24.  

A) because  B) although 

C) even when   D) so long as  

E) so that 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

25.  

A) was blamed  B) is blamed 

C) had been blamed  D) will be blamed 

E) has been blamed 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

26.  

A) allege  B) cultivate  

C) formulate  D) justify  

E) insert 
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27-36: For these questions, choose the best option to 

complete the given sentence. 

27.  ----, a whole hurricane is simply far too big and too 

powerful for human technology to have any impact. 

A)  While we can seed individual clouds to encourage 

rain in arid regions of the world  

B)  Even though we can easily control the size and 

strength of a hurricane 

C)  As technology allows us to prevent all natural 

disasters before they happen  

D)  Although human technology has already proven 

successful in stopping hurricanes  

E)  Since hurricanes are small enough to be easily 

managed with modern tools 

 

 

 

 

 

28. ----; however, research shows that putting pen to 

paper offers cognitive benefits that digital tools 

can’t replicate. 

A)  Writing by hand has been proven to slow down 

learning compared to using digital devices  

B)  Handwriting has no role in improving cognitive 

abilities whatsoever  

C)  Some schools around the world have even stopped 

teaching handwriting altogether  

D) Digital tools are universally recognized as offering 

more cognitive benefits than handwriting 

E)  Writing by hand has been proven to slow down 

learning compared to using digital devices 

 

 

 

 

 

29. As today's young people are competing with each 

other in order to meet societal pressures to 

succeed, ----. 

A)  they tend to focus less on achieving their personal 

goals and more on enjoying life 

B)  they are learning to embrace failure as an essential 

part of growth  

C)  they often prioritize relaxation and stress 

management over academic or career success 

C)  they are becoming less concerned with societal 

expectations and more focused on individuality  

E)  they feel that perfectionism is necessary in order to 

feel safe, socially connected and of worth 

30. It is acknowledged that the mental health benefits of 

physical activity are just as strong as the physical 

health benefits; ----.   

A) moreover, it is important to recognize that trauma 

survivors often do not have equal access to 

physical activity engagement 

B)  in fact, countless studies have shown the value of 

exercise as medicine to treat depression, anxiety, 

and more  

C)  thus, it is necessary to step away from "one-size-

fits-all" exercise interventions and instead move 

toward thoughtful, trauma-informed strategies   

D)  even so, support grows for the use of physical 

activity as a tool for healing among trauma survivors 

with post-traumatic stress disorder 

E)  meanwhile, people who engage in 30 minutes of 

exercise five days a week have seen benefits 

similar to those of antidepressant medication  
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CLOZE TEST 1  

Göbeklitepe is widely considered one of the most 

1.a.traditional / b.significant archaeological 

discoveries of the 21st century. Located in 

southeastern Turkey, the site dates back over 11,000 

years and 2. a.offers / b.prevents valuable insight into 

the spiritual and social lives of early humans. 3.a.As 

for  /b.Unlike earlier assumptions that complex 

societies only emerged in the wake of agriculture, new 

studies reveal that Göbeklitepe shows that organized 

religious activity may have come 4. a.before / b.after 

permanent settlements. 

 

CLOZE TEST 2  

The site features large stone pillars 1. a.adopted / 

b.arranged in circular structures, many of them 

engraved with images of animals. These constructions, 

built with primitive tools, reveal a level of 

2.a.incompetence / b.sophistication that challenges 

previous theories about Neolithic communities. 

3.a.Despite / b.Because the site's historical 

importance, many questions remain unanswered. 

Researchers continue to investigate 4. a. either / 

b.whether  Göbeklitepe was used for rituals, 

gatherings, or  as an astronomical observatory. What 

is certain is that 5. a.during / b.through its discovery, 

our understanding of early civilization has been 

transformed. 
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