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🔹 PAST CONTINUOUS TENSE  (..yapıyordum, yapıyorken) 

🔸 FORM (YAPI): 

(+) Subject + was/were + verb + -ing 

(-) Subject + wasn’t/weren’t + verb + -ing 

(?) Was/Were + subject + verb + -ing? 

 Was → I, he, she, it 

 Were → you, we, they 

 

🔸 MEANING (ANLAM): 

We use Past Continuous to talk about an action that was in progress at a particular moment in the past. 

Geçmişte belli bir zamanda devam etmekte olan eylemleri anlatmak için kullanılır. 

 

🔸 FUNCTION (İŞLEV): 

 To describe actions that were happening at a specific time in the past 

 To set the scene in a story 

 To describe an interrupted action (often with when or while) 

 To show two actions happening at the same time 

Geçmişte belli bir anda süren olayları, başka bir olay tarafından kesilen eylemleri ve eşzamanlı eylemleri anlatmak 

için kullanılır. 
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SAMPLE SENTENCES (örnek cümleler) 

 

✅ AFFIRMATIVE (Olumlu) 

Subject + was/were + verb-ing 

1. I was watching a movie at 9 p.m. yesterday 

Dün akşam saat 9'da bir film izliyordum. 

2. She was reading a novel when I called her. 

Ben onu aradığımda bir roman okuyordu. 

3. We were playing football while it was raining. 

Yağmur yağarken futbol oynuyorduk. 

4. They were studying for the exam all night. 

Tüm gece boyunca sınava çalışıyorlardı. 

5. My mother was cooking dinner when the lights went out. 

Işıklar gittiğinde annem yemek yapıyordu. 

 

❌ NEGATIVE (Olumsuz) 

Subject + wasn’t/weren’t + verb-ing 

1. I wasn’t sleeping when you knocked on the door. 

Sen kapıyı çaldığında ben uyumuyordum. 

2. They weren’t listening to the teacher during the class. 

Ders sırasında öğretmeni dinlemiyorlardı. 

3. She wasn’t working at that time. 

O sırada çalışmıyordu. 

4. We weren’t watching TV when the power went off. 

Elektrikler kesildiğinde TV izlemiyorduk. 

5. He wasn’t talking to anyone at the party. 

Partide kimseyle konuşmuyordu. 

I watched a film yesterday 

She read

They studied all night.

didn't sleep
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❓ QUESTION (Soru) 

Was/Were + subject + verb-ing? 

1. Were you studying when I came in? 

Ben içeri girdiğimde ders mi çalışıyordun? 

2. Was she crying when you saw her? 

Onu gördüğünde ağlıyor muydu? 

3. Were they sleeping at 7 a.m.? 

Saat 7'de uyuyorlar mıydı? 

4. Was it raining when you left? 

Sen ayrıldığında yağmur yağıyor muydu? 

5. Were we watching the right channel last night? 

Dün gece doğru kanalı mı izliyorduk? 
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📊 PAST SIMPLE vs. PAST CONTINUOUS – COMPARISON CHART 

Feature Past Simple Past Continuous 

Form (Yapı) Verb-2 (did / didn’t + V1) was/were + V-ing 

Use (Kullanım) 
Completed actions in the past 

(Tamamlanmış eylemler) 

Actions in progress at a past time 

(Geçmişte devam eden eylemler) 

Examples 

(Örnekler) 

I visited İzmir last year.  

(Geçen yıl İzmir’i ziyaret ettim.) 

I was visiting İzmir when the rain 

started. 

(Yağmur başladığında İzmir’i ziyaret 

ediyordum.) 

Time markers 
yesterday, last week, in 2010, 3 days ago, 

when… 

while, when, at 7 p.m., all day, during 

the night 
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✅ PRACTICE EXERCISES 

🔹 A) Choose the correct option: Past Simple or Past Continuous 

1. While I ______ (was walking / walked) to work, I saw an accident. 

 

İşe giderken bir kaza gördüm. 

 

2. They ______ (played / were playing) football when it started to rain. 

 

Yağmur başlamadan önce futbol oynuyorlardı. 

 

3. I ______ (didn’t hear / wasn’t hearing) you because I ______ (was listening / listened) 

to music. 

 

Seni duymadım çünkü müzik dinliyordum. 

 

4. We ______ (were cooking / cooked) dinner when the guests arrived. 

 

Misafirler geldiğinde yemek pişiriyorduk. 

 

5. She ______ (slept / was sleeping) for 8 hours last night. 

 

 

 

Dün gece 8 saat uyudu. 

 

başladığında

Müzik dinlediğim için / dinlediğimden
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🔹 B) Fill in the blanks with Past Simple or Past Continuous 

1. While I ______ (read), the phone ______ (ring). 

 

Ben kitap okurken, telefon çaldı. 

 

2. They ______ (have) dinner when the power ______ (go) out. 

 

Elektrik kesildiğinde (kesildiği zaman) onlar yemek yiyorlardı,. 

 

3. I ______ (see) an old friend at the airport yesterday. 

 

Dün havaalanında eski bir arkadaşımı gördüm. 

 

 

4. We ______ (walk) in the forest when we ______ (hear) a strange noise. 

 

Garip bir ses duyduğumuzda (duyduğumuz zaman) ormanda yürüyorduk. 

 

5. My brother ______ (not watch) TV when I got home. 

 

Eve geldiğimde kardeşim TV izlemiyordu. 

was reading

rang

were having

went

were eating

saw

go went gone

were walking

heard

was not watching
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✅ PRACTICE EXERCISES cevap anahtarı 

🔹 A) Choose the correct option: Past Simple or Past Continuous 

1. While I ______ (was walking / walked) to work, I saw an accident. 

➡️ While I was walking to work, I saw an accident. 
İşe giderken bir kaza gördüm. 

2. They ______ (played / were playing) football when it started to rain. 

➡️ They were playing football when it started to rain. 
Yağmur başlamadan önce futbol oynuyorlardı. 

3. I ______ (didn’t hear / wasn’t hearing) you because I ______ (was listening / listened) to 
music. 

➡️ I didn’t hear you because I was listening to music. 
Seni duymadım çünkü müzik dinliyordum. 

4. We ______ (were cooking / cooked) dinner when the guests arrived. 

➡️ We were cooking dinner when the guests arrived. 
Misafirler geldiğinde yemek pişiriyorduk. 

5. She ______ (slept / was sleeping) for 8 hours last night. 

➡️ She slept for 8 hours last night. 
Dün gece 8 saat uyudu. 

🔹 B) Fill in the blanks with Past Simple or Past Continuous 

1. While I ______ (read), the phone ______ (ring). 

➡️ was reading / rang 
Ben kitap okurken, telefon çalındı. 

2. They ______ (have) dinner when the power ______ (go) out. 

➡️ were having / went 
Yemek yiyorlardı, elektrik kesildi. 

3. I ______ (see) an old friend at the airport yesterday. 

➡️ saw 
Dün havaalanında eski bir arkadaşımı gördüm. 

4. We ______ (walk) in the forest when we ______ (hear) a strange noise. 

➡️ were walking / heard 
Ormanda yürüyorduk ve garip bir ses duyduk. 

5. My brother ______ (not watch) TV when I got home. 

➡️ wasn’t watching 
Eve geldiğimde kardeşim TV izlemiyordu. 

 




